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"I am back in Kyiv, for what is the fourth time in less than three months. And as you will 
have seen, I have been here meeting with a whole variety of people. In the Rada I have 
met the Speaker, leaders of Party of Regions, leaders of new majority parties, acting 
Finance minister, this morning also with Yulia Tymoshenko and as always civil society 
representatives. Some of them I've met on previous occasions as well. 

And I want to say that for me it was very important that the first thing I did when I 
arrived here was to lay flowers to honour those who have died and to understand the 
sense of loss of the people of Ukraine. 

It was interesting for me to see the Parliament, the Rada, functioning. It's very very 
important, in my view, that citizens all across the country can see that the institutions are 
working and that they're working to deliver for the people. It was very good to talk to so 
many people who clearly have done the thinking and are now doing the planning of what 
has to happen next. That includes the politicians I've met and it includes of course civil 
society people as well. 

My message to all of them has been: you need to work together. There are some short 
term challenges that need to be faced and addressed and there are some longer-term 
plans that need to be put in place. But you need to work together and you need recognise 
the importance of public accountability for everything that you do and to build into your 
thinking how you will ensure that you are open and transparent and respond to what the 
people want. 

We expect to see a new government soon. Of course that needs to be inclusive and it 
needs to have the expertise that will be so necessary. And it needs to have both lasting 
political solutions and a credible economic plan. It's very important that the situation is 
calm and that we see law and order restored everywhere. You know that I've said many 
times that there needs to be independent investigation into the violence that's happened 
and we're supporting very much the Council of Europe and Secretary Jagland's work in 
that direction. 

We've come as well to make sure that we offer the support, not interference, support for 
the future. It's very crucial that, especially on areas to do with the Interior Ministry, with 
the security situation, that we are able to provide and offer the support that's needed. 
That means the kind of expertise that may help to ensure that the full operation of the 
justice systems, and the operation of the police, can provide security for people. 

We've seen that elections have been set for the end of May. It's very important to 
continue the work on the electoral code and make sure that candidates can be openly and 
transparently put forward. We're very much coordinating with the OSCE, who have a vital 
role to play in all of this as well. 
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I want to also make an obvious point, which is the importance of the strong links between 
Ukraine and Russia and the importance that these are maintained. I'm in regular contact 
with Russia. I spoke recently with the Foreign Minister Lavrov. We know and understand 
the strong trade links that have existed with Russia and the strong links that need to exist 
with Russia in the future. And that message needs to be widely understood. 

We also think it's very important to send a strong message about the territorial integrity 
and the unity and the independence of Ukraine. Everyone I've spoken to here recognises 
the importance of this country sticking together. 

But we also know that there are big financial and economic challenges in the days, weeks 
and months ahead and I've been very much engaged with that; talking with our 
international partners, thinking about the short-term, the medium and the long-term. And 
looking and identifying ways in which we can bring together people to support the 
economic challenges the country faces. 

In doing so I've been talking with institutions; of course organisations like the IMF are 
subject to their own independent assessment of the situation. They will make their own 
decisions, they have their own rules and processes. But they're an important part of the 
jigsaw puzzle of trying to offer support, because their work triggers support elsewhere. 

We also need to think about some of the short term economic issues, and to pull together 
the combination of short term grants and loans as well as the role of long term 
investment, which is also going to be of enormous importance. So we're here to say very 
simply: we want to support and help this country to stay strong, to go forward in the way 
that it chooses and to offer our support in achieving that. 

Thank you." 
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